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Assistive Technology
Part 2: Module 4: Assignment 2 --Video Reflection
Https://Www.Ocali.Org/Project/2019-Employment-Guide/Page/Visual-Support-For-Communication
The video involves Brenda and Carmen. An example is given of Carmen sitting downstairs on a computer and needs help but asks for it in a very low voice. Brenda upstairs hears the voice but thinks it might not be real. She, therefore, fails to offer the help that Carmen needs. In another scenario, someone in the basement asks for help loudly. Because the other party at the balcony is sure that someone in the basement needs help, she responds. The video ends with the conclusion that one needs to seek help in a reasonable loud voice for the other people to hear and respond accordingly.
I would use this visual strategy to teach my learners to develop clear and effective communication techniques. I could also use this strategy to create a common understanding of a classroom situation. I could further use the strategy to devise the best solution to a certain problem in class as well as teach my learners a new skill that can address their concerns as Ganz and Simpson, (2019) advice. 
Https://Www.Youtube.Com/Watch?V=Yfzcrbawvg0
This video gives a description of what visual stories are. Visual stories are defined as interactive stories that are interesting and can help learners become comfortable in new environments. The video gives a procedure of how one can create a visual story by first clicking the add hotspot tab on the autism app, and then selecting an appropriate symbol for the story one is creating and adding it. One can also either choose an appropriate already created story or create their story. One can also add both text and caption to their created story to make it more visual.
I would use the visual story technique to teach in class. I would give my students an opportunity to record their voices and suggest relevant captions and texts that we can use in the story.
I agree with the rationale that all students can benefit from visual supports and strategies.  This is because visual support fosters language development, literacy skills, and independence in completing tasks and assignments aspects that all students need. Visual support also increases the vocabulary development capabilities of all students (Boutot, 2016). They boost all students working memories and enhance social interaction among students. Visual support can also be used to teach all students new concepts like time management. These strategies in turn make it easy for the students to understand the content and organize learning materials. Visual support also helps all students to adhere to teaching routines and develop positive behavior like asking for help loudly.
 As special education teachers, we receive so much push back from general education teachers because most of them do not understand what special education entails. Boutot (2016) also observes that special education teachers often feel unprepared to teach learners especially those with behavioral challenges like autism. As such, the general education teachers view them as inadequate and being in the wrong profession. It is the reason instead of supporting us they discourage us. However, as special education teachers, we ought not to give up. We should not allow ourselves to be influenced negatively. We should teach passionately with an understanding that we owe our learners the best training all the time. We also need to build our confidence and acquire all the special skills we need to handle different special needs of our learners.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 3: Module 4: Discussion 1 -- High Tech AAC For Students With ASD And CCN
High tech AAC devices and resources support communicators by giving them eye scanning, direct access, and switching capabilities (Koch, 2017). For example, an individual can apply switching in different ways depending on the physical ability of that particular individual. An example would be Jane with cerebral palsy. Jane also has motor difficulties and non-verbal difficulties. However, Jane can read and write as she has normal intelligence. Jane is then set on a laptop that has a scanning and word prediction software. 
Because Jane is unable to type, the software is connected to a switch by her knee. Jane thus concentrates on a keyboard on her computer screen. The software then scans through all the lines of the letter keys on it. Jane is interested in writing her name Jane and thus allows the software to scan the line with letter J on her keyboard and hits the switch with her knee once it gets to that letter. The process continues until she writes her name. Jane, therefore, accesses her name using the scanning and switching techniques, and finally, her computer speaks her name enabling her to communicate. 
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